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This beautiful text is part of Jesus’ farewell discourse spoken 
to His disciples on the evening when He instituted His Last Supper, 
before He went to the Garden of Gethsemane. For an exposition of 
the preceding words, vv. 1—14, the reader is referred to the sermon 
study published in the Macazine in September, 1928. All we need to 
do here by way of introduction to the present text is to summarize 
briefly in order to get the connection. Though Jesus was fully con- 
scious of the awful ordeal through which He was about to pass, He 
was not concerned about Himself in these hours; His thoughts were 
centered on His beloved disciples, who were sorely troubled because 
they could not at that time grasp the situation. “Let not your heart 
be troubled,” is the theme of the Master’s farewell words. Developing 
this theme, He had told His friends, first, that the one thing needful 
is faith. Faith assures them eternal rest in the mansions of the 
Father’s house. There can be no question about that, for it is the 
very purpose of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection to prepare 
that home, and He Himself will return to take His followers to that 
home. He had made it clear to them that the only saving faith is 
that which takes into account Him and His work. There is no way 
to the Father but by Him. But that is also the absolutely sure way, 
because He and the Father are one, one in essence and one in their 
plans, their words, and their works. As to the interval of waiting be- 
fore reaching that blessed goal, the believers really have no time to 
worry themselves with puzzling questions; for the fruits of faith 
should fill their lives with the greatest opportunities for blessing 
while they are on their way to the mansions above. Besides, what- 
ever they may need on their journey as to strength and encourage- 
ment or anything else, Jesus promised that He would supply all. 
His ever-present help would be theirs for the asking. 

1l 
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But Jesus did not stop here. Having presented these great fun- 
damental truths, He enlarged upon them and expanded them in 
a number of directions, taking up various phases for further detailed 
explanation. So profoundly was He concerned about the peace of 
mind of His followers that He treated the many problems of their 
lives first from one angle and then from another, finally summing up 
all in a fervent intercessory prayer, which embraces the Church 
Universal and gives us the positive proof that in this farewell dis- 
course He had in mind not only the disciples then present before 
Him, but each and every believer down to the end of time. John 17, 20. 

V.15. If you will love Me, you will keep My commandments. The 
reading tnojonte (ind. fut.) is to be preferred to tyojoare (imper. aor.). 
It also makes the sentence stronger. The Master is not giving 
a charge; He is stating a fact. The unfailing result of loving Jesus 
will be the keeping of His commandments. “Ayaxéy, the word so 
frequently used in the New Testament to express the relation between 
the Father and the Son, as also the attitude of God to man and 
again the relation between the Savior and His Church and the mem- 
bers of the Church to one another, is one of many synonymous terms 
for loving. But it has a shade of meaning of its own, v2z., loving with 
esteem and reverence. Loving the Savior with the highest regard and 
esteem is the necessary fruit of faith, the effect of the consciousness 
of the inestimable blessings for time and eternity that have come 
through Him. And that loving esteem will manifest itself by keeping 
the commandments of Jesus, serving Him in gratitude for His saving 
grace. Thus the Savior is building on the foundation laid in vv. 1—14. 
At the same time He is expressing in another way what He had stated 
in y. 12 about the relation that exists between faith and life. A life 
of service is inseparable from faith. It is not optional for a believer 
to serve Jesus. Wherever there is true faith, there is also love. And 
wherever there is love, it will be demonstrated by acts of love. Con- 
versely, then, wherever a loving service to Jesus is lacking, there the 
profession of faith is a lie. Faith without works is dead. Jas. 2, 20. 

But what are the commandments of Jesus? In v.23 He says: 
he that loves Me will keep My Word. The Word of Jesus is none 
other than the Word of the Father, the Word of God. Keeping the 
charge of Jesus is doing the will of God as it is laid down for His 
children in His Word. And that is summarized in the two great 
principles: “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy strength; and 
thy neighbor as thyself.” Under the changed conditions such as they 
exist in the New Testament era, in which the children of God are 
no longer identified with one nation living together at one place, 
these principles have received a new’ application in many respects. 
See John 13,34; 15,10 ff.; Matt.28,19. We might say that this 
verse of our text is an epitome of the life of a believer. 
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As the disciples heard these words of the Master, their hearts 
certainly gave ready assent to them. But they were still troubled. 
How would they fare if they should see their dear Friend no more? 
Who would take care of them then? Who would lead them as He 
had done? It is this thought which the Master answers now. 


Vv.16.17a. And as for Me, I shall ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Comforter in order that He abide with you forever, 
the Spirit of Truth. The disciples need entertain no fear that they 
will have to make their pilgrimage through the wilderness of this 
world alone. Another Friend will be at their side. IJaodxdyros is one 
who is called in to help. In particular, the word denotes a legal 
adviser, an advocate, an attorney. But the term as used here is not 
‘to bé narrowed down to this special meaning; it is broader and 
generally designates one who gives aid as a companion, guide, or 
comforter on the way. Later on in His discourse, Jesus describes 
the work which the Comforter is to do. See 14,26; 15,26; 16, 7—15. 
His purpose in the passage before us is evidently merely to assure 
His friends that some one else will be with them to lead them and 
that He will always be on their side. The adverb always, or forever, 
is another proof that Jesus did not at that time have in mind only 
the friends present with Him then, but all who would believe in Him 
to the end of time. This Comforter will be given by the Father, but 
upon the request of the Son. It is the Spirit, the Holy Spirit. John 
14,26. He is the Spirit of Truth,—not of some truth, but pre- 
eminently the truth, the absolutely reliable truth of God. This is 
explained more fully later. John 16, 13—15. Surely there need be no 
hesitancy about entrusting oneself with complete confidence to such 
a Guide. — And let us not overlook the clear testimony that Jesus 
is giving here of the Holy Trinity. Father, Son, Spirit. Their in- 
terest in the welfare of the believer is one and the same. They 
cooperate in that one intent and purpose of bringing peace to the soul 
of man. As it was the Father who so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, as it was the Son who willingly laid down 
His life as a ransom for the sins of the world, so it is the Holy Spirit 
who is sent by the Father in the name of the Son to be the Com- 
forter, applying the blessings of the Savior’s work to the heart. 

The ministrations of the Spirit are enjoyed only by the believers. 
This fact is strongly emphasized by Jesus in the next word of His 
discourse. 

V.17b. Whom the world cannot receive because rt does not 
see Him, nor does it know Him. Since xdopuos is here placed in con- 
tradistinetion to the friends of Jesus, the believers who love Him, 
it is plain that it designates those who do not believe, the wicked. 
They cannot receive, i.e., they cannot get, they cannot have, the 
blessings of the Spirit’s guiding care because they do not observe 
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or know Him. That is to say, they do not accept His testimony of 
the truth about themselves as sinful beings and of Jesus as their 
only salvation. They spurn this witness. They reject the light; 
hence they remain in darkness, outside of His blessed influence. 

V.17e. But you know Him, because He abides with you and will 
be in you. He who has been convicted of sin by the Spirit and of the 
righteousness procured by Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection 
and of the fact that judgment has been passed (see John 16, 9—11), 
that person knows the Spirit, he has the Spirit, and the Spirit is in 
him and will continue His work in him. To him the Spirit is the 
Comforter, assuring him of God’s good will and guarding him against 
all harm. What a blessed comfort! 

But the Master knew that His beloved disciples were suit troubled 
at the thought that He who had been their trusted Companion was 
about to leave them, as they understood His words. It is this point 
that He takes up now. He had already told them that He would come 
again to receive them unto Himself into the Father’s mansions, that 
where He is they might be also. V.3. But He has more to say 
to them. 

V.18. I shall not leave you orphans; I am coming to you. In 
asking the Father to send them another Comforter, He would not have 
them think that He Himself would sever His relations with them. 
On the contrary, though He would meet death, He would ever be with 
them. They would not in reality be bereft of Him. 

V.19. Yet a little [while] and the world sees Me no more; but 
you see Me, because I live, and you will live. The world here again 
means the unbelieving multitude. Within a short time the unbelievers 
would see Him no more. For them the spectacle on Calvary would 
be the last sight of Jesus up to the day of Judgment. But His 
friends would see Him after His resurrection. He would appear to 
them alive, and only to them. See Acts10,41. But Jesus does not 
merely say, I shall rise again, and then ye will see Me. His words 
cover more than the brief period of forty days between His resurrec- 
tion and ascension, after which He would definitely withdraw His 
visible presence. After all, seeing Him with the eyes of the body 
is not the important thing. The real blessing is seeing Him spir- 
itually. Evidently that is what the words because I live, and you will 
lwe refer to. Jesus lives eternally, and His friends shall also live; 
they shall not only live again bodily to be with Jesus in glory; they 
shall live spiritually to see Him with the eyes of the spirit, to know 
that, although He is invisible, He is ever with them. Jesus explains 
His words more fully in the following verse. 

V.20. On that day you will know that I am in the Father and 
you m Me and I in you. “That day” is certainly not only the day 
of resurrection nor yet only the day of Jesus’ final return in glory, 
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although these days are also included. “That day” is the blessed 
time when they would be enlightened by the special outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit to understand and to see clearly the situation as it is 
in truth. It began with the great Day of Pentecost when the remark- 
able change was wrought in the disciples which we perceive in them 
from that time forward. Yes, then they recognized that the Father 
was in Jesus and they in Jesus and Jesus in them. They had no more 
questions then about these matters, but went out as witnesses of the 
truth to preach Christ and Him crucified. And they knew then that 
Jesus, though invisible, was always with them. 

Note again the close and intimate relation in which the three 
persons of the Trinity stand to each other. They work together in the 
great plan of man’s salvation and jointly take up their abode in the 
heart of the believer. Of. V. 23. 

Of course, the disciples did not understand these words at the 
time when the Master spoke them. They did, however, understand 
them later, as witness the work of Peter on Pentecost and the 
subsequent accounts of the work and writings of the apostles. 

Returning once more to the thought expressed in the opening 
words of this passage, but arranging them in a different order, Jesus 
makes His point still clearer in the concluding verse. 


V.21. He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves Me. And he that loves Me will be loved by My Father; 
and I shall love him and shall reveal Myself to him. In v.15 Jesus 
spoke of love as the source, or cause, from which the keeping of His 
commandments will follow. Here He starts out with the effect from 
which the cause, or source, may be determined. From the fact that 
a person does keep the commandments of Jesus it is safe to argue 
the other fact, that that person loves Jesus and therefore is a believer 
in Him. For these facts stand in the relation of cause and effect to 
one another. But Jesus emphasizes that it is not enough merely to 
have His commandments; only those who really keep them, live up to 
them, prove that they love Him and are His own. By the actual 
fruits we shall know the tree. — Then the Master again turns to the 
blessedness that comes to every one who loves Him. He had already 
stated to His disciples that upon His request the Father would send 
them another comforter, the Spirit of Truth, to abide with them for- 
ever. He had also promised that He Himself would be with them. 
Now He unfolds more of the meaning of that divine interest in them. 
They will be loved by the Father. Obviously that love is more than 
the love wherewith God loves every sinner, seeking his conversion. 
It is applied love, the love which takes the reclaimed sinner to the 
fatherly bosom. He who believes in Jesus and loves Him is now 
a child of God, with whom the original relations have been reestab- 
lished, whom the Father now embraces as His own and in whose care 
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he is absolutely safe for time and eternity. And Jesus will love the 
believer. His presence is not to be a mere presence without influence. 
It is to be a loving presence, a presence of tender affection and loving 
consideration, a presence which means the most intimate fellowship 
and blessed communion. The words are more fully explained in the 
last clause of the text, And I shall reveal Myself to him. Jesus will 
reveal Himself to the believer ever more as the loving Savior. He who 
loves Jesus will steadily grow in the knowledge both of Jesus’ person 
and His work. The import of all this is made clear in the subsequent 
answer of Jesus to the question for further information put by one 
of His disciples, when He says in v. 23: We will come unto him and 
make Our abode with him. So close will be the relation that exists 
between the believer and God that the persons of the Holy Trinity 
will make the believer their abiding dwelling-place, of which they 
take care now and forever. 


Since this text is appointed for Whitsunday, the following out- 
line might be used: In His farewell discourse Jesus spoke many words 
of comfort to His troubled disciples. In particular He had much to 
tell them about the Holy Spirit, whom He would send them. As His 
words apply to all believers at all times, let us consider for our own 
edification and consolation what He says, in the words before us, of 
The Comforter. 1. Who He is. The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth; 
sent by the Father in the name of Jesus. All three persons of the 
Trinity interested in our salvation. 2. Who is to enjoy His ministra- 
tions. Not the world. Why? Only the true believers. 3. What it 
means that He will be the Comforter. He will lead the believer into 
all truth; He will guide, direct, protect, and comfort him with the 
truth. Jointly with the Father and the Son He will make him an 
abode of God for time and eternity. What need we fear, having such 
assurance ?— Other outlines: The world asks, Why should a person 
be a Christian? It does not understand. For our encouragement and 
consolation let us consider The Blessedness of Being a Christian. 
1. A Christian loves the Savior and keeps His commandments. What 
a blessed life! 2. He has the Spirit of Truth for his Guide and Com- 
forter. What a blessed assurance! 3. He is loved by the Triune God, 
who makes Him his abiding dwelling-place. What a blessed hap- 
piness!— We do not see God. Hence it may appear to us at times 
as though He were not concerned about us. But—The Abiding 
Interest of the Holy Trinity in Those who Believe in Jesus. 1. The 
Father, who gave His only-begotten Son to be the Savior, sends the 
Spirit to be the Comforter of His redeemed children, and He loves 
them as His own. 2. The Son, who laid down His life for them, joins 
the Father in sending the Spirit; and He Himself is with them and 
loves them. 3. The Holy Spirit guides, comforts, and protects them 
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through life to their eternal home. What harm can come to those who 
are the dwelling-place of the Holy Trinity? — Some people say, there 
is no difference between the Christian and the unchristian. But true 
faith certainly does bring about a decided change in a person. The 
Love that Is Mutual between God and His Children. 1. “If ye love 
Me, ye will keep My commandments.” 2. “He that loveth Me will be 
loved by My Father, and I will love him.” — A mere profession of 
faith does not make a Christian. The Inseparable Relation between 
Faith and Life. 1. Faith is active through love. 2. Faith brings the 
Holy Trinity as tenants into the heart. Wma. MoENKEMOELLER. 


a  — — 
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Ascension Day. 
Acts 1, 1—11. 


Life, death, and resurrection of Christ according to Scriptures. 
Luke 24,46; 1 Cor. 15,3.4. Same Scriptures foretell event we cele- 
brate to-day, Ascension and Session. Ps. 47; 68,18; 110. However, 
there are other prophecies clearly foretelling the restoration of the 
kingdom of Israel, the establishment of a realm of universal peace, ete. 
Ps. 72; Is.2,11; Amos 9,11ff.; Zech. 8, etc. These must be fulfilled. 
John 10,35. If Jesus did not fulfil them, He cannot be the Christ 
of God, prophesied in the Old Testament. Did He fulfil these 
prophecies? Or will He fulfil them in the future? He both began 
to fulfil them and will completely fulfil them in His own time. The 
very event we are celebrating to-day stands in close, yea, causal 
relation to the fulfilment of these prophecies. 


THE ASCENDED CHRIST RESTORING THE KINGDOM 
OF ISRAEL. 


1. For this purpose He ascended on high. 

2. For this purpose He sends His witnesses to the ends of the 
earth. 

3. For this purpose He will come again at the Last Day. 


ie 

The question. V. 6. Jesus gives no direct answer, but His 
actions speak louder than words. V.9: ascended on high, restoring 
the kingdom to Israel. Here was a son of David, an offspring of 
that royal house to which the promise had been given. Ps. 182, 11. 
To Israel was given a King far surpassing all previous kings. Israel 
had had powerful kings, like David; here a greater one than David, 
Matt. 28,19. Wise kings, like Solomon, 1 Kings 4, 29—34; here 
a greater one than Solomon: omniscient, John 21,17. Pious kings: 
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Hezekiah, Josiah, still sinners all; here: the Holy, Sinless One. » 
Former kings human, mortal; Jesus, the eternal God and Lord 
Jehovah. Is.6,cf.; John 12,41. This King of kings ascends on 
high, not to sit on a throne of ivory and gold, as did Solomon, not 
to be robed in royal purple, not to hold a scepter of bejeweled gold. 
No, His throne: Heb. 8,1; Ps.110; Rev.5,6ff. His garment: Ps. 
104,1.2; and in the hollow of His hand He holds the universe, so 
ruling the affairs of this world that they all must work together for 
good to them who love Him. From this heavenly throne He rules 
His kingdom, which was founded by His suffering and death, dis- 
tributes the gifts purchased by His own blood: righteousness, life, 
and salvation. 

Thus did the Son of David ascend His throne on high, restoring 
to Israel the kingdom. An Israelite rules over the world, to Israel 
is restored a King far surpassing in power and majesty their most 
illustrious rulers, a King sitting at the right hand of God in heavenly 
places. Eph. 1, 20 ff. 

Did Christ, the ascended Lord, restore the kingdom to Israel ? 
There can be no doubt as to the proper answer. But, so we ask, 
where are His subjects? Rest assured, He is not a king without 
a kingdom. His realm truly extends according to Ps. 72, 8—11. 


2, 


“Lord,” v.6, so the disciples ask. Jesus answers: vv.7—9. Not 
for them to worry about the exact time and hour of the restoring 
of the kingdom to Israel. No, for them to preach, to tell those things 
which He had spoken, v.3, for the proclamation of which He had 
chosen them, v. 2, and had promised them His Spirit, vv. 4.5. In due 
time this promise would be fulfilled, v. 8; and then they were to go 
forth unto the ends of the earth. V. 8. 

By such preaching Christ actually restored the kingdom to Israel. 
Thus He gathered unto Himself a true Israel, an Israel not born 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Gal.4,29; Rom. 2,28; 9, 6.24; 
11,17. Thus He established a kingdom in which God Himself dwells 
among His own as He dwelt of old among Israel. Lev. 26,12; 2 Cor. 
6,16f. So Jer. 31 and 32, 36ff. have been fulfilled. By this preaching 
that little kingdom of Israel, confined, as a rule, to a strip of land 
along the river Jordan and covering, even in the days of its greatest 
glory, comparatively little territory, was spread unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth, so that everywhere His name is being worshiped 
and millions of tongues confess that Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
David, the King of Israel, is Lord indeed. — This kingdom is truly 
a kingdom of peace, peace with God, peace with man. At the birth 
of this King the angels sang, Luke 2,14; His greeting after resur- 
rection, John 20,19.21. In this kingdom applies: Eph. 2, 14—18; 
united in peace, they endeavor to keep true unity, Eph. 4,1—6. That 
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wolf Saul of Tarsus, that bloodthirsty jailer at Philippi, what 
a change! Indeed, Is. 9,4—7 and 11,6—9 have been fulfilled. By 
gathering Jews and Gentiles into one Church by the preaching of ' 
the Gospel, “so all Israel shall be saved,” Rom. 11, 26ff.; so the taber- 
nacle of David shall be built again, Amos 9,11; cp. Acts 15,16; 
so the kingdom shall be restored to Israel. 

True, the glory of this kingdom is still hidden in this world. 
Yet the day shall come when its true nature will be revealed. 


3. 


Text, vv.10.11. Then will He appear in His glory to judge 
the living and the dead. Then Matt. 25,31; then Matt. 13, 41ff.; 
then Luke 12,8. Then like Him glorified, 1 Cor. 15, 42ff.: then will 
be fulfilled Is. 65,17; 66,23; ef. 2 Pet.3,13. Then no more imper- 
fection, but New Jerusalem. Rev. 21 and 22. Then 1 Cor. 15, 24—28. 
Redeemed Israel, the 144,000 sealed, Rev. 7,4, will be seen, Rev. 7, 
9-12. So shall indeed the kingdom be restored to Israel. 

When, O Lord? thus we are tempted to ask. He tells us: v.7 ° 
(text). But: Rey. 22, 7. In the mean time let us witness unto 
Him. V.8. Ar Tueo. LAETscH. 

Sunday after Ascension. 
1 Per. 4,7—11 (8). 


The end of all things is at hand, has drawn near. Of. 1, 5.6.20; 
4,6; Jas.5,8; Phil.4,5; Rev.22,12; Rom.12,11; 2 Thess. 2,2. 
This oracle of God, v.11, announced nineteen centuries ago; how 
much nearer the ultimate terminus of time to-day! — What effect is 
this revelation to produce upon our hearts and minds? Not restless 
and irrational excitement, panic terror, fanatic and hectic folly, but 
the calm of prayer and vigilant preparedness are to mark our devotion 
to God. V.7b; 1,13; 5,8; Mark 14,38; Luke 21, 34.36; 1 Thess. 
5,6.— And what is to be the effect as regards our conduct toward 
one another? The supreme exhortation again is: v.8a; and a most 
significant aim and motive is added: v.8b. Our text invites us to 
consider 

THE LOVE THAT NEVER FAILETH. 
(1 Cor. 13, 8.) 
1. Its Chrislike quality; 2. Its Christlike motive. 
1, 

The need of continuous reminders of our supreme Christian 
obligation towards one another ought to be apparent to all believers 
in Christ who have purified their souls by the Gospel. 1, 22.25. For 
the fifth time, Peter here, v. 8, exhorts his readers to mutual love. 
Of. 1,22; 2,1.17; 8,8. Weighty reason for this: the practise is 
far more difficult than the theory. “The spirit is willing,” etc. Matt. 
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26,41; Mark 14,38. Above all, zeö navıwv (same phrase Jas. 5, 12), 

first and foremost. It is the exhortation supreme. In what sense? 
' See 1 John 4,20. Well said. As regards God, the approaching end 
prompts us to prudence and prayer; as regards our fellow-Christians, 
it prompts us to love; for he prays best who loves best. Eph. 5,1. 2. 

Amor iam praesupponitur, ut sit vehemens praecipitur. (Bengel.) 
You love your neighbor? How much? Cherish a love that is fervent, 
éxtevyc, commands the apostle. Only genuine love can be fervent, 
intense, intent, assiduous. “Unfeigned love of the brethren,” “cordial 
love,” “fervent love,” 1,22. Such love has done with all malice, 
guile, hypocrisy, envy, slander, 2,1, and loves the fellow- believes as 
a dear brother in Christ, 2,17; 3,8, fervently. 

Such was the quality of Christ’s love for you, a sinner. 1, 18.19; 
2,24. Had the Shepherd and Bishop of your soul not had fervent 
love, He would not have died for you upon the cross. Thereby we 
perceive and know love because He laid down His life for us. 
And we? We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 1 John 
3,16. That is our debt to our brother, dqeiAoper. 

How many times have you said, following Cain’s example, 
“T could kill him,” or, “God curse thee,” and how many times have 
you felt the love that never fails, which is willing to die for Christ 
or for a Christian brother? 1 John 3,12—18. Cp. Song of Songs 
8,7. They loved not their lives unto the death. Rev.12,11. Will 
the end of all things reveal you as such a one? Therefore, let 
brotherly love continue fervent, intense, constant. Heb. 13, 1. 


2: 


As an encouragement to fervent, earnest love, Peter adds a some- 
what unique and peculiar reason: for love covereth a multitude of 
sins, v.8b (xaddater, pres. tense). What does he mean? 

As with many another passage of Scripture, so also with this 
one the devil has wrought his devices. To be sure, there is and can 
be no contradiction here with the rest of Scripture. “Be sure your 
sin,” etc. Num. 32, 23. It certainly will. Cf. Gen. 4,7; 44, 16; 
Is. 59,12. See Prov. 28,13a. He surely shall not. Only he who 
confesses and forsakes his sins shall have mercy. See also 1 John 
1,8—10. But why should there be a contradiction between these 
passages and the words of St. Peter here, which he wrote as an induce- 
ment to fervent love among the brethren ? 

Evidently we must inquire carefully what St. Peter means by 
“cover” and what “sins” he has in mind. The fact is that the apostle 
is merely quoting from the Old Testament, which declares: “He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper.” Prov. 28,13, etc., ut supra. 
Yea, he is quoting from that selfsame book of Proverbs, chap. 10, 12. 
Again, Prov. 17,9; 12,16. 

These and many other passages declare that love, genuine, 
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sterling, sincere love, has this characteristic: it is forbearing, patient, 
forgiving, when dealing with faults, sins, transgressions, especially 
when love itself is sinned against. Is that true? When Ham saw 
his father’s nakedness, what did he do? He exposed it to his two 
brothers without. Why? Because he did not love his father. What 
did Shem and Japheth do? See Gen.9,23. Why? Because they 
loved Noah. Does love always conduct itself thus? Yes, always. 
This is its essential characteristic. 

God loved the world. If He did, then He covered, forgave, the 
world’s sins. Did He? Why, He gave His only-begotten Son to die 
for all. John 3,16; 2 Cor.5,15.21. Why did God make the sinless 
Jesus to be sin for us? That by His perfect obedience and His inno- 
cent suffering and death He might cover our disobedience and guilt 
and save us from the death we deserved. To the hypocrite in religion 
it is said: There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed. Matt. 
10,26; Luke 12,2; 1 Cor.4,5. To him who seeks shelter and refuge 
in Jesus’ blood and prays: “Cover my defenseless head with the 
shadow [better, cover] of Thy wing” (Hymn 107), the divine assur- 
ance is spoken: Ps. 32,1.2; 85,2; Rom.4, 7.8. (Lev. 4, esp. vv. 20. 
29.30; 6, 24-30.) 

“As God with His love covers my sins if I believe [the Gospel], 
so I, too, must cover the sins of my neighbor.” (Luther.) And love 
will do this very thing, and only genuine, fervent love will do it. 
How often? Seventy times seven times. Matt. 18, 21.22.35. Daily 
we pray: Forgive us as we forgive. Matt. 6,12.14.15; Luke 11,4; 
7,47. Forgive one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has for- 
given you. Eph.4,32. Here we have the Christlike aim and object 
and motive of unfailing love. Matt. 5,48; Eph.3,17.19; 4,12—15; 
Col. 3,13.14. Love is the bond of perfectness. 

Note well that there is no deception or delusion about the fact 
of sin. There is sin on the part of the brother, often a multitude, 
a host, of sins. Love does not minimize or veneer a brother’s sins, 
so as to make them look like virtues, but it does not publish or broad- 
cast them; for it does not, like envy, malice, hatred, rejoice in 
iniquity. 1 Cor.13,4.6. If thy brother trespass, follow Matt. 18, 15. 
That is love, real, genuine, Christlike love, seeking the erring, the 
lost, trying to regain them, to convert the sinner from the error of 
his way. Jas.5,19.20; Ps.51,13; Gal.6,1.2. This is the Christ- 
like motive of love. Remember: “If any one have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His.” Rom. 8, 9b. 

Conclusion. — To be able and willing to follow the apostle’s ex- 
hortation, we need the Holy Spirit, who imbues our hearts with the 
love of Christ. 2 Cor. 5,14.15. Our love so cold, so faint to Him 
and His to us so great! “Come, shed abroad a Savior’s love, And 
that shall kindle ours.” (Hymn 255.) Col. 3, 12—15. 

Los Angeles, Cal. O. W. WisMar. 
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Pentecost Sunday. 
Acts 2, 4a. 


The stirring events recorded in Acts 2 are most remarkable. 
Who would not welcome such burning zeal, such fiery utterances, 
such miraculous conversions of thousands in our churches to-day? If 
every Sunday were such a Pentecost! What was the power that 
produced these tremendous results? 


THE SPIRIT OF PENTECOST. 


1. Who is He? 2. The need of that Spirit to-day. 
3. How He may be obtained. 


1. 


a. The Spirit of Pentecost is the Holy Ghost, with whom the 
hundred and twenty, chap. 1,15, were filled on the day of Pentecost. 
He is also referred to as the Spirit, Eph. 5,18; Holy Spirit, Is. 63, 11; 
Luke 11, 13; Spirit of Christ, Rom. 8, 9; Spirit of God, Gen. 1, 2; etc. 
(See concordance.) 

b. The Holy Ghost is not merely a quality or a power of God 
nor “a motion created in things” (Augsb. Conf., Art. 1), but the 
Third Person of the Holy Trinity, “very God, equal with the Father 
and the Son in divine essence and attributes and glory.” (Graebner, 
Doctrinal Theology, p.27.) Matt. 28,19; 2 Cor.13,14; Matt. 3,16; 
Acts 5, 3.4; Ps. 139, 7. 8 (omnipresence); 1 Cor. 2, 10. 11 (omnis- 
cience); Luke 1, 35; Rom. 8, 11 (omnipotence); 1 Pet. 4, 14; 
Is. 6, 3 (glory). 

2. 

a. There is a erying need for spiritual life to-day. This old 
earth must still carry twice as many godless unbelievers as professed 
Christians. As a consequence there is a general abandon to lewd 
worldliness, vice, lawlessness. These blind men advocate birth 
control and companionate marriage and ask: “Do we need a new 
God?” The poor world is without Christ and without hope — dead, 
blind, and an enemy of God. 

The Church is honeycombed with Modernism. Paganism dressed 
up with Christian phraseology is set on the throne and given crown 
_ and scepter. — What are the conditions in our own Synod? our con- 
gregation? Are not the waters of worldliness seeping into our boat? 
How warm is the fire of our zeal and love? What do the unanswered 
pleas for famishing missions indicate? Our ears are dulled to the 
dying agony of perishing souls. We get the distress signals from 
our sinking vessels, but tune them out for gayer music. What is 
wrong ? 

b. Do we need more appeals? more committees? more system? 
more organization? more “overhead”? more publicity? more societies 
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and socials?— All these things are fostered, but the real need is 
the Spirit of Pentecost. The radio set might be a marvel of perfect 
engineering, but without electricity there will be no results. We shall 
remain drowsy, cold, sinful, until the Spirit of God revives us. The 
dead leaves remain on the oak despite driving storms and biting frosts 
until the spirit of spring starts a new life and pushes them off. The 
valley of dry bones, Ezek. 37; “I shall put My Spirit in you, and ye 
shall live,” v.14.— “The Bellows one day gave a long-drawn sigh. 
“What is the matter, Friend Bellows, that you seem so sad?’ said the 
Hearth. ‘I have toiled to no purpose,’ it answered, in a dejected tone. 
‘Haven’t succeeded in kindling a fire, is it? asked the Hearth. ‘That 
is the cause,’ replied the Bellows; ‘after all my blowing there is no 
flame. In fact, the more I blow, the darker it appears.’ ‘Perhaps,’ 
said the Hearth, ‘it requires something besides your blowing to 
quicken it. Let some one kindle a fire, and then your blowing will 
make it burn brighter.’ Such are the words of the teacher without 
the kindling, regenerating fire of the Holy Spirit.” (Bowden.) 

The dry, barren ground needs heaven’s dew and rains. Is. 44,3. 
We need the baptism of the Spirit, the pouring out of the Holy 
Ghost, the promised power of the Father. Matt.3,11; Luke 3,16; 
1 Cor. 12,13; Joel 2,28; Acts 2,17—20; Acts 1,5.8; Luke 24, 49. 
Where the Spirit of Pentecost has His work in the Church, there it 
will be Pentecost. 3 

a. The Holy Spirit, though not visibly present with tongues of 
fire, is promised to us as well as to the hundred and twenty. Is. 44,3; 
Ezek. 11,19; Joel 2,28; Zech. 12,10; Acts 1,5; 2, 38.39; John 
14, 17. 26. 

b. He is offered through the means of grace (not the Law, Gal. 
3,2), the Gospel (including the Sacraments). Cp. text, vv. 11.38; 
2 Cor. 3,4—8; Acts 2,38.39; 10, 42—44. 

ce. He is accepted, appropriated, by faith.— We should beware 
lest we grieve the Spirit and drive Him away from us, Rom. 11, 20; 
Eph. 4,30; Heb. 6,4—9; 10, 26.29; quench the Spirit, 1 Thess. 5, 19; 
blaspheme, Matt. 12,31; Mark 3,39; resist, Acts 7,51. Nor will 
our own efforts and merit, shouting, jumping, hysteria, avail. — 
Christ, whom we embrace as penitent sinners, will bring His Spirit 
to dwell in our hearts, Acts 2,33, so that we yield and surrender our- 
selves to the Holy Ghost, Gal.3,14; Eph.5,18. A believer will 
earnestly pray for the Spirit of God, Luke 11,18; Acts 1,14; 4,31; 
Second Petition; Hymns 246 ff. (prayer not a means of grace! 
Pieper, Dogmatik, III, 253), and conscientiously use Word and Sac- 
raments, Acts 2,1 (result, v.4); 10,33 (result, v. 44f.). 

Thus great things can be expected in Synod, in congregations, 
and with individuals. Moses and seventy elders, Num. 11, 24—29; 
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Joshua, Deut. 34,9; Gideon, Judg. 6, 34; Samson, Judg. 14, 6. 19; 

15,14; 16,28; John the Baptist, Luke 1,15; the seven deacons, Acts 

6,3—7; St. Paul, Acts 9,17; 18,9; Rom.15,19; 1 Cor7274. 
Cleveland Heights, O. H. W. BARTELS. 


Pentecost Monday. 
Acts 10, 42—48. 


Christianity a religion of miracles. The conception and birth 
of the God-man is a miracle; also the crucifixion of the Lord of 
Glory, the death of the Prince of Life; furthermore, the resurrection, 
the empty tomb. On Pentecost we hear of more miracles. 


THE MIRACLES OF PENTECOST. 


1. The gifts of Pentecost are miraculous ; 
2. Also the means of obtaining these gifts. 


Ly 


Luke tells of the first Pentecost of the Gentiles. The gift? 
Vy. 44.45.47. The Holy Ghost. On first Pentecost visibly, here evi- 
dently invisibly, since His presence was recognized only by His mani- 
festations. V.46. That is gift given within the Christian Church 
to this day. In connection with the outpouring of the Spirit a special 
gift is mentioned, that of tongues, given to Gentiles here in order 
to show that the inner outpouring is just as effective as the visible 
one. That special gift no longer given, since no longer needed. Yet 
our text speaks of other gifts of the Spirit that are just as miraculous. 
V.46, magnifying God. Presupposes knowledge of God. Miracle! 
Third Article. 1 Cor. 2, 1—16. — V. 48, forgiveness of sins. Miracle! 
Mark 2,7.— Baptism, v.47f.; adoption of sons, Gal. 3, 26.27; com- 
munion with Triune God, John 14,23; 2 Cor.13,14; no longer 
slaves of sins, Rom. 6, 19, but walking in newness of life, Rom. 6, 3 ff. 
Therefore magnifying God in word and deed before fellow-Christians 
and before the enemies of Christianity; true courage and loyalty to 
death. Acts 1,8; John 15, 26—16, 3. 

Surely miraculous gifts, which God alone can bestow. Men 
spiritually blind see; spiritually dead, live. Is.35; 44,1—5; 51; 61. 
Pentecost a festival of miracles. 


2. 
How are these miracles wrought? When God created the world, 
He did it by His word. Light, firmament, stars, all by His word. 
So here, v. 44, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word. 
Which word? “These words,” v.44, which Peter spoke, the Gospel of 
Christ Crucified, dead, buried, risen, vv.39.40, who shall come to 
judge, v.42. Through His name, through the simple preaching of 
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His Gospel, the old, old truth, these miracles are performed. Truly, 
the power and wisdom of God are great. 1 Cor. 1,17f. 

This Gospel, preached for the first time to Gentiles, had the 
same miraculous effect that it had on the first Pentecost Day, when 
it was preached to the Jews, the people of God, much to the astonish- 
ment of the believers. V.45. Miraculous power of the Gospel to 
convert not only Jews, not only one people, as though the Gospel were 
especially suited to their special needs and requirements, or as though 
this people were especially predisposed for the reception of the Gospel. 
No; Jew and Gentile, cultured people and barbarian nations, respect- 
able or outcasts, ali included; for all the Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation. Truly, miraculous! 

Do we need the Holy Spirit and His gifts? Does our home, 
our congregation, our Synod, the Church, the world, need faith and 
hope and charity? Then preach the Gospel. Father, teacher, pastor, 
member, spread the tidings of Christ Crucified. Then the miracle 
of Pentecost will continue to be enacted. (Hymn 481, 5.) 

THeo. LAETscH. 


Trinity Sunday. 
Rom. 11, 33—36. 


The Trinity is a mystery to us. As nobody can explain the 
essence of the forces of nature, so God, in His being — three distinct 
persons in one divine essence —ıs much more far beyond our com- 
prehension. Nevertheless we believe this truth and raise our voices 
in praise of the Triune God. Note the doxologies. 

Likewise are we unable to explain and fathom God’s ways and 
judgments; and still, yea, for this very reason, we should raise our 
voices in praise of Him. Paul says in our text: “To whom be glory 
forever! Amen.” Hence, — 


LET US PRAISE GOD BECAUSE OF HIS WAYS 
AND JUDGMENTS. 


We shall be persuaded to do so if we consider: — . 
1. God, in His ways and judgments, is past finding out; 
2. God owes us nothing; 
3. Of Him, through Him, and to Him are all things. 


1. 

Paul’s exclamation. V.38. “Depth of riches.” He is referring 
back to chaps. 9—11. The Jews blessed from generation to genera- 
tion with countless blessings; hardened in sin; finally rejected. 
Through their fall, salvation is come to the heathen. Israel once 
brought the light of the Messiah to other nations; now the heathen. 
nations, converted to Christ, have, in many instances, brought light; 
to the Jews. 
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This reception and rejection, by God, of nations and peoples goes 
on and on. Some are cast out of the Kingdom, others are received 
into their places, the last becoming the first. In all this it is God’s 
purpose to gather in His elect. 

Caprice or whims rule God? No. Are immortal souls of men 
in His hands like dice in the gambler’s hand? No. God is not like 
men who shout “Hosanna!” on one day and “Crucify Him!” on the 
next. (Here the pastor should relate what God in His love has done, 
and still does, for man’s salvation.) Man alone is the cause of his 
damnation. (Show it at length.) Even the heathen are without an 
excuse. So much we know about God’s ways and judgments. 

Beyond this there are numerous unanswerable questions. We 
know that before God there is no difference. Rom. 3, 22.23. All 
sinners are equally wicked, perverse, and obstinate. Then, why 
should Judas be lost and the thief on the cross be saved? Why do 
some go to countries where they hear the Gospel, while others of the 
same race die without ever hearing it? Referring to Matt. 11, 20ff., 
we ask, Why were these miracles not performed if the cities men- 
tioned had then repented? Since according to Luke 13,1ff. the 
Galileans and those eighteen were not sinners above others, why were 
they thus slain? Why must a man who seems indispensable to society 
die early, whereas some useless fellow lives on? Why does many an 
industrious and capable man hardly see any fruits of his labors, while 
many a fool hoards up riches? We are unable to answer such 
questions. 

Why? Note once more v. 33. And Paul’s questions, v. 34, 
readily suggest the answer. We know nothing about God and His 
ways and judgments outside of His Word. It is supreme folly to 
meddle in God’s affairs, to question His wisdom and justice. Puny 
man, who so often fails and falters and blunders in his own affairs, 
why should he attempt to criticize or censure God? Statesmen, pro- 
fessional men, artisans, mechanics, all blunder; how dare they master 
God! Far be it from us Christians to question God’s wisdom. When 
we stand before the depth of the riches of God’s wisdom, let us raise 
our voices and praise God. Many a man was not understood and 
appreciated during his lifetime; posterity first recognized his great- 
ness. Do not let us treat God thus. We shall surely praise Him in 
eternity, when all things shall be clearer to us, 1 Cor.13,12; why 
not now, now all the more because of all of God’s ways and judgments 
we know the way to heaven? 

246 

V.35. God owes us nothing. Have you been God’s benefactor? 
Are you not God’s debtor? Air, light, and water are daily gifts of 
such magnitude that you can never repay God for them. The man 
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who glories in his mental or bodily gifts is a fool. God has given 
him these gifts. Why, if we could keep the whole Law and not 
offend even in one point, we would have to declare ourselves un- 
worthy servants. We would even owe that to God since He has 
not made us animals, but beings in whose hearts He has written His 
Law. But we do not keep the Law; we are offenders a thousand, 
yea, countless times. If God owes the perfect man nothing, then the 
sinner can be glad that he is still alive. 

O man, you puny, sinful, helpless creature, how dare you rise 
up against God? God owes nobody anything. He could cast every 
man, woman, and child into eternal damnation, and not even an 
angel could censure Him. Before the works of God’s hands, the 
mountains, the canyons, the expanse of the ocean, the dreary waste 
of the desert, man appears as a mere mite. What is man in a cyclone, 
in a cloudburst? O man, you are playing with an all-consuming fire 
in rising against your Creator and Preserver. Weigh it carefully 
that God owes you nothing; that will cause you to praise Him. He 
owed you no Savior, still He sent His Son. Praise the Lord. 


3 


V. 36a. All things are of God because He brought them forth by 
the power of His Word. Not by chance, not by a process of evolu- 
tion, did these things come into existence. As His creatures are 
proofs of His wisdom, so are also His ways. Praise Him. 

All things are through God. He sustains all things by the word 
of His power. All things exist and move according to certain fixed 
laws of nature, say some. These laws are their god. But God also 
operates according to His miraculous power. Not the instinct of 
self-preservation keeps man alive. Some who observe all rules of 
health and are strict physical culturists die young; some feeble per- 
sons live to old age. God is the Preserver of all things. These are 
His ways. Praise Him. 

All things are to God. He is the point to which all things tend. 
All things and all men are made and exist for His glory. Not fate, 
not luck, not man working out his destiny, comes into consideration ; 
but all things must serve to increase God’s glory. We are unable 
always to see and understand it, because we cannot fathom God, who 
is deeper than the depths of the ocean. As long as we know what 
God’s Word says about His ways and His judgments, let us 
praise Him. 

Above all, let us use the Bible as our guide to heaven. We have 
a Savior. We know the things unto life everlasting. Our salvation 
is sure beyond any doubt. What more do we want? If we find His 
ways and judgments unsearchable, let us praise the Lord. 16% 

12 
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First Sunday after Trinity. 
1 Joan 4, 14—21. - 
(Nore. — While the pericope begins with v. 16, it will be of benefit to begin 
the exposition with v. 14.) 

Last Sunday we passed into the Trinity cycle of the church-year, 
which differs from the festival cycle mainly in this, that it shows us 
what we should do as blessed children of the Triune God who have 
been purchased with the blood of Christ. The first epistle-lesson 
after Trinity Sunday comes to us with the exhortation that we should 
love both God and our neighbor. Love is the fulfilling of the Law, 
Rom. 13,10; the highest command, Matt. 22,37—39; the end of all 
commandments, 1 Tim.1,5; the royal Law, Jas. 2,8; the’ more ex- 
cellent way, 1 Cor.12,31; the bond of perfectness, Col.3,14; the 
greatest of “these three,” 1 Cor.13,13. It is for this reason that 
Scripture exhorts us so often to love, 1 Cor. 8,3; 1 John 4,19; 4, 21; 
5,1; Matt.5,44; John 13,34. How fitting it is therefore that on 
the first Sunday after Trinity we consider the exhortation to love! 
Let me set forth 


CHRISTIAN LOVE 
and show you 


1. Its source; 2. Its objects; 3. Its proof. 


1% 


The source of Christian love. The text is taken from the First 
Epistle of St. John, the Apostle of Love. Jesus loved him above the 
other apostles, John 13,23; 19,26; 20,2; 21,7.20; and John’s 
response was that he loved Christ and constantly exhorted his readers 
to be perfect in love. 1 John, passim. 

Now, John’s love to Christ flowed from Christ’s love to him; 
and divine love is the source of all true Christian love. Vv. 19.16. 
By nature no man loves God, Rom. 8,7, nor his brother, Titus 3,3; 
Jas. 4,1—8. The love to which our text exhorts us is therefore not 
natural love. Matt.10,37; 5,44-47. Its source is not the carnal 
heart or earthly compassion or some selfish motive. This love is of 
God. V.16b. It is spiritual. V.15. It is found in those only who 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, v.15a, whom God has sent to 
be the Savior of the world, v.14. It is therefore a love which the 
Holy Ghost works through the Gospel by faith in Christ Jesus. That 
only is Christian love. 

Such Christian love, which has its source in true faith in the 
love of Christ, possesses divine qualities, which natural love has not. 
First it has boldness. V.17; Rom. 8,15; Gal. 4,6. Again, it is with- 
out fear, v.18; for the believer is assured that his sins are forgiven, 
that God’s wrath has been turned into love, and that he has been 
redeemed from the curse and condemnation of the Law, Rom. 5, 1—5; 
Gal. 3, 18. 
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Oh, how precious Christian love is! It is God’s own work in us 
through faith in Christ. Rom.5,5. As its source is holy, so it, too, 
is holy. Rom.12,10; Eph.4,15; 2 Cor.8,8; 1 Thess.1,3; Rom. 
12,15; Eph. 4, 31.32; Gal.6,2. Let us therefore pray diligently that 
God would give us such love and let us zealously use the means of 
grace through which Christian love is kindled, nurtured, and strength- 
ened in us. 

2. 

Its objects. As our text shows, Christian love is first directed 
to God. V.19. The true believer loves his Creator and Preserver and 
his Redeemer; and he loves God above everything else, with his whole 
heart and mind. Matt. 22,37. Exemplify this by the First Table of 
the Law and use the passages and illustrations given under the first 
three commandments. Again, Christian love is directed to the neigh- 
bor. V.21; Matt.22,39. Exemplify this by the Second Table of the 
Law and use the passages and illustrations given under these com- 
mandments. Christian love includes also the enemies. Matt. 5, 
4448; Luke 10, 33—37. 

How wonderful is the change which the Holy Ghost works in 
the heart of man through faith in Christ! His enmity against God 
has ceased; he loves God. Selfishness has been eradicated from his 
heart; he loves his neighbor, 2 Cor. 5,17; Jas. 1,18; Phil. 2, 5; 
2 Cor. 4,10.11; Gal. 6, 22—25. Let us praise God for having wrought 
this work in us and walk in love. 1 Thess. 3,12; 2 Thess.1,3; 1 Tim. 
65414162 Eph.4,15. 5 

Its proofs. Christian love must prove itself in our lives. The 
Christian’s love to God proves itself by his testimony of Christ, 
v. 14; by his confession of Christ, v. 15; This confession is 
made in various ways: a) by word, Matt. 10, 32. 33; b) by 
deed, 1 John 2,5; 5, 3; 2 John 6. Text, v. 16b: “he that dwelleth 
in love.” Hence the Christian professes his love toward His 
Savior by confessing Him by word and deed, keeping His com- 
mandments, loving His Word, and spreading His cause. Matt. 12, 34. 
Such confession the true believer makes with boldness and without 
fear. Vv.17.18. The Christian’s love of his neighbor proves itself 
by good works which he constantly does for his neighbor’s benefit. 
V.20. He does not hate his neighbor, that is, he does not harm him; 
he loves him, that is, he helps and befriends him in every bodily need. 
Jas. 4,17; Gal. 6,9; Col. 3,12—14; John 13, 34. 

Christian love, then, is proved by good works which are done 
according to the divine commandments, out of love and gratitude 
toward Christ, in whom the believer trusts, and from a desire to 
serve his fellow-men. Jas. 2,26. Let us, then, continue in true love 
for the sake of Him who first loved us. 
| St. Louis, Mo. Joun THEODORE MUELLER. 
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Outlines 
for a Series of Sermons on Proper Indoctrination 
in Connection with the Four-Hundredth Anniversary 
of Luther’s Catechism. 
(Conclusion.) 


8. The Method of Indoctrination. 
Deut. 6, 6. 7. 


We are passing through a great upheaval, a violent turmoil, in 
the educational world to-day. At the beginning of the century, educa- 
tion is said to have been book-centered, with the entire emphasis on 
subject-matter offered in a form which was considered adequate by 
educators and text-book writers. The class was the unit of instruc- 
tion, and progress was measured by the rate shown by the brilliant 
and near-brilliant children. — Now we have the child-centered cur- 
riculum, and therefore informational methods have departed from the 
single text-book form to that of the multiple text-book and, still 
oftener, to the functional form, with some variety of the socialized 
recitation strongly emphasized. The imparting of information in the 
telling form is given a very low rating, and the study of doctrinal 
truth in any form, particularly that of daily drill and recitation, is 
frowned upon. But the Bible, by precept and example, sets before us 
a method which has endured since time immemorial, which has also 
been used in our Lutheran Church for the past four hundred years. 


THE METHOD OF INDOCTRINATION. 


1. The principles of method shown in the attitude of parents 
and teachers. 

. “Shall be in thine heart.” We aoe of course, that personal 
faith 3 is not a condition for the efficacy of the Word, Scripture itself 
being a power of God unto salvation. Nevertheless the attitude of 
parents and teachers has much to do with the effectiveness of the 
teaching. If one speaks out of the fulness of a heart convinced of the 
truth of the Gospel, the very earnestness is bound to carry much 
weight, especially to the child. 

b. “These words which I command thee this fee >” This attitude 
is practically essential for effective method. The awe and reverence 
for the Word of God must be evident throughout; for if so much as 
suspicion of doubt concerning the truth of salvation creeps into teach- 
ing, the pupils are very apt to discover the hesitation and to be guided 
accordingly. Hence the proper attitude as a perequisite for effec- 
tive work. 


2. The method that lays the foundation of saving knowledge. 


a. “The words .. . thou shalt teach them.” Time and again the 
Jews were admonished to tell their children about the great works 
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of God. We are given this information with regard to the Passover 
and its significance. Ex. 12,26.27. It was so stated with regard to 
the full list of testimonies, statutes, and judgments. Deut. 6, 20. 
Other events in the history of Israel were likewise to be brought to the 
attention of the children. Josh. 4,6. Cp. Ps. 78, 1—8. 

b. The same is true in New Testament times. The message of 
the angel on Easter morning bade the women “tell His disciples and 
Peter that He is risen from the dead.” Time and again we find the 
expression: Tell to others. The very Gospel narratives were, for 
almost three decades, preserved by telling before they were put down 
on paper. 

c. Accordingly, we lay the foundation of saving knowledge by 
telling our pupils the facts contained in the Bible, the stories of 
Christ and His work of salvation, the founding of the Church and 
its spread throughout the world. We tell the stories also of the 
Lord’s saints, of the men and women who are to be examples to us 
in our daily life, both by way of admonition and warning. In the first 
years of a child’s school-life particularly the background of Bible 
knowledge is given. But all this is basic for the structure which we 
must build in the knowledge of salvation. 


3. The method which impresses the great truths of salvation on 
the minds and hearts of the children. 

a. “Thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children,” ete. The 
word implies whetting, sharpening, going over the same ground again 
and again, making use of drill. Cp. the words following our text. 
Not with the false understanding which the Jews later associated 
with these words, — a mere mechanical babbling or the carrying of 
the sacred words in the phylacteries, — but a sympathetic, serious, 
regular, reasonable drill of Catechism truths, especially as set forth 
with unmatched beauty and power in the Small Catechism. 

b. This will not lead to a mere head knowledge, as is often 
alleged. The Word in itself, if the language is at all understood, is 
living and powerful. Is.55,9.10. But this:method implies also (see 
text, v. 7b) that teaching is done with pastoral application, in order 
to make the great truths a living, dynamic element in the lives of 
the pupils, truly a knowledge unto salvation, not a mere faith of the 
head, but of the heart, with the emotions rightly stirred up in the way 
of sanctification. K. 


4, The Responsibility for Indoctrination. 
Epu. 6, 4. 


The question of the responsibility for the education and training 
of children has often been discussed, and not always with the right 
answer. Under any form of hierarchical government, where the 
theocratic idea was more or less in evidence, the State has claimed 
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the right to dictate as to the upbringing of the children of its citizens, 
also in morals and in religion. History also tells of cases when the 
Church, as an agency apart from the State, or controlling the State 
to some extent, has demanded the right to dictate with regard to any 
and all children within the jurisdiction of the State. What attitude 
does the Bible take? 


THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR INDOCTRINATION. 
1. It does not rest with the State. 


a. The function of the State concerns matters pertaining to the 
body and life of its citizens, that all those under its jurisdiction may 
lead a quite and peaceable life, without interference by ‘antisocial 
agencies. To that end the State may levy taxes, since police and fire 
protection is a community function and since all officers of the govern- 
ment must be maintained. The State may also have all secular educa- 
tion under its jurisdiction, at least by way of supervision with regard 
to efficiency; for citizens, especially in a democracy, must have both 
instruction and training to perform the duties of citizenship. 


b. But indoctrination, the bringing up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, is not a function of the State. The government 
as such has no jurisdiction over the souls of its citizens, much as it 
may prefer to have their morals rest on sound religious convictions, 
especially those of the Christian religion. The fact that a theocratic 
government existed in Israel and Judah in the Old Testament is in 
no manner an argument for a similar arrangement in the New Testa- 
ment. Christ clearly distinguishes between the function of the 
Church and those of the State, Matt. 22,21, and emphatically declares 
that His kingdom is not of this world. John 18, 36. 


2. The responsibility rests fundamentally and basically with 
the parents. 


a. This is clearly stated in our text. “Ye fathers!” Also the 
context: “Honor thy father and thy mother.” To them the Lord 
gives the children by His creative power and providence. 
Cp. Deut. 6, 6. 7; Ps. 78, 1 ff, and throughout the Scriptures. — 
This is proved also by the stern rebukes given by the Lord to such 
as neglected their duties as parents, as in the case of Eli. 


b. It is truly a responsibility which rests upon parents. The 
scope of their duties shown in our text: “Bring them up... of the 
Lord.” As the Lord makes use of the highest pedagogical wisdom in 
dealing with His children on earth, as the maxims throughout the 
Bible amply show, so parents are to learn from His methods and 
follow His example, at the same time leading the children entrusted 
to them to the Lord, giving them the knowledge of salvation, which 
is the chief consideration in life. 
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3. The responsibility, in a secondary and derived sense, rests also 
upon the Christian congregation. 


a. It is the parents who bring their children to the Lord in Holy 
Baptism. But Baptism is, at the same time, an admission to member- 
ship in the Christian congregation. Adults and children together are 
members of the body of Christ and therefore also among one another. 
Eph. 4,25; 1Cor.12,12 ff. Every member of the congregation is the 
keeper of his brother, is responsible for the young, baptized brothers 
and sisters. 

b. This public duty is exercised through the functions of the 
Office of the Keys, the public administration of the means of grace. 
The congregation, through its pastor and other officers, is responsible 
for the teaching in day-school and Sunday-school and all other agen- 
cies in which the task of indoctrination is carried on. In this way 
all members assist the parents in their duty and perform the work of 
helping to bring up the young in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. Ke 

5. The Enemies of Indoctrination. 
Tey, JE & 


Ever since he himself, together with his angels, has been cast out 
from before the face of the Lord, to be reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness, the devil has been a murderer. He is filled with 
enmity against everything that God has made and desires to destroy 
all that the hand of God has fashioned. But above all is he anxious 
to lead men into misbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice; 
he tries to bring about the spiritual death of every member of the 
human family. He has his work in the children of unbelief, whose 
minds have been captured by him to do his will. It is partieularly 
through these that he is attempting, at the present time, to take from 
the Christian Church its great treasure of the knowledge of God in 
Christ Jesus. 


THE ENEMIES OF SOUND INDOCTRINATION. 


1. Those who take away the foundation entirely. 

a. Atheists and infidels, who openly attack the Bible, not only 
denying its eternal truths, but even raising the charge of immorality 
against many of its parts and specific incidents. These people have 
a large following in our day, so that they have even dared to form 
organizations and systematize their propaganda. They are destroying 
the foundations. 

b. People who profess a high regard for the Bible, even in calling 
themselves teachers of the Christian Church, but who are deliberately 
fostering doubts and unbelief by their attitude toward the Bible. 
Some of them present a great show of learning in setting forth their 
opposition (false use of textual criticism and higher criticism). 
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Others are trying to make a distinction between various books and 
parts, with the object of undermining the message of salvation 
(subjectivism; social theology). All these are making determined 
efforts to destroy the foundations. 


2. Those who substitute false foundations. 

a. The “righteous” of our text is the believer in his relation to 
the heavenly Father through the merits of the Savior. Because of 
this relation he also has the firm confidence and trust in the eternal 
Word, knowing that it is the message intended for his justification 
and sanctification. To him every word and every letter of the Bible 
is inspired; to him the Bible is the inerrant and unchangeable Scrip- 
ture of the eternal God. ; 

b. But modern enemies of the Bible and of sound indoctrination 
take the very heart out of the Bible. They find in it not the revelation 
of the grace of God in Christ Jesus, but merely another book of 
religious teaching. They may be willing to accept Jesus as a great 
teacher, even as a wonderful example and pattern, but they refuse to 
accept Him as the Redeemer in the sense of the Substitute and 
Ransom for the sins and the guilt of the whole world. They write 
brilliant books about the value of the Bible-stories as literature and 
inspiring examples, but they do not want the doctrine of the Bible 
taught in any systematic manner. Above all do they object to a set- 
ting forth of the difference between truth and falsehood and the 
condemning of false doctrine. 

e. For all such the Bible becomes a vain and empty thing, a book 
without a soul. Jer. 8,8.9. If their contention were correct, then the 
pen of the scribe would in truth have been used in vain. But the 
Lord’s verdict upon such people as substitute false foundations is that 
they have rejected the Word of the Lord and that for this reason there 
can be no truth in them. 


3. Those who change the plans of the superstructure. 


a. One of the great slogans of modern religious pedagogy is: 
“A better worship program!” Their contention is that all indoctrina- 
tion is of necessity cold, formal, mechanical, that it can produce only 
a head knowledge, without life and energy. For that reason the 
attempt is everywhere made to reconstruct the worship along the 
lines suggested by the evolutionists in the field of religion, to give 
the child, first of all, a feeling of awe in the presence of the super- 
natural, then to take away the element of false fear, then to teach 
confidence in the deity, and finally to train it in the prineiples of 
altruism. 

b. But this is placing the cart before the horse. Knowledge of 
the grace of God in Christ Jesus is the basis of all other knowledge 
and all action in the Christian. The Lord Himself stated: “The 
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words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” John 
6,63. If the truth has been accepted through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, by faith, then the believer will, as a matter of course, worship 
the Lord in spirit and in truth. John 4, 23.24. Only by clinging 
whole-heartedly to the full truth of Scripture, also with regard to the 
proper sequence of spiritual acts, will we be able to continue in the 
paths of true indoctrination.* K. 


6. The Object of Indoctrination. 
2 Tim. 3, 14—17. 


Modern pedagogy, secular as well as religious, has taken up the 
study of objectives. Every course given in any school should be 
clearly evaluated in its relation to the life of the pupils or students 
in order that its purpose may be definitely established, the means of 
reaching the goal clearly understood, and the course of study laid out 
according to a balanced scheme, even down to the individual lesson 
with its lesson plan. — This idea is very good if applied with common 
sense. But with regard to the Bible and proper indoctrination, it 
must ever be remembered that the objectives have been set forth by 
the Lord Himself. His objectives must be accepted without question, 
and it merely rests with us to fit any course of study in any educa- 
tional agency to the curriculum which the Bible prescribes. 


THE OBJECT OF INDOCTRINATION. 


1. To know the way of salvation. 


a. That was the advantage which Timothy had gained from 
a child, from the time he was a babe in arms (apo brephous). His 
grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice had evidently made good 
use of their opportunities in instructing the little lad entrusted to 
them. He had learned the Holy Scriptures, accepted by the believing 
Jew without question as the infallible Word of God, just as we must 
make the Bible the basis of our indoctrination to-day. (Cp. No.2 of 
the series.) 

b. Although the two teachers of Timothy had evidently used only 
the Old Testament, they were in a position to impart to the boy the 
wisdom unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. The Old Testa- 
ment contains the same truth as the New Testament, although not 
with the same clearness, since we now walk in the light of the ful- 
filment. Timothy had learned to know Jesus as his Savior, as his 
Redeemer from sins, since Paul could very quickly, on the basis of the 
Bible knowledge possessed by the young man, show him that the 


* For further information regarding the statement of modern religious 
pedagogy with its vagaries, see The Lutheran Principle of Indoctrination 
vs. the Pedagogy of Modernism, for sale by Concordia Publishing House. 
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Messiah promised by the prophets of old had appeared in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 

ce. This must be also our first objective in indoctrination, to set 
forth the vicarious atonement through the merits of Jesus Christ, the 
fact that, as our sins were imputed to Him, so His righteousness was 
imputed to us. Without this one great and fundamental fact as the 
basis of our doctrinal structure all else is bound to be a flimsy edifice. 
Sin and grace must be the basis of all our teaching. 


2. To appreciate the use of Scripture in the life of the believer. 

a. With the faith in Jesus Christ is brought into the heart an 
increasing certainty of the truth, of the inerrancy, of the Bible. To 
a Christian it is self-evident that the Bible is inspired, “given by the 
inbreathing of God.” This fact is the very foundation of his ap- 
preciation of the Bible; it gives him both a respect for, and an 
abiding love of, the Word. It is the great factor which causes him 
to search the Scriptures regularly, daily, seeking food for his soul. 

b. This fact makes possible also the uses of the Bible as stated in 
the text. “For doctrine,” since God expects every believer to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Such growth is definitely expected by the Lord. Cp. Heb. 5, 12—6, 2. 
“For reproof,” namely, in refuting false doctrine in every form, not 
only with regard to gross errors, but also those of the finer variety. 
1 Cor. 15, 12 ff.; Gal.5,9. “For correction,” namely, in rebuking sin, 
in showing its heinousness, in painting it in its true colors. “For 
instruction in righteousness,” that is, for admonition and exhorta- 
tion, for constant encouragement to persevere on the way of sanctifi- 
cation. For comfort and consolation. Rom.15,4. This comfort is 
deeply needed in the life of the Christian and may be gotten in richest 
measure from the Bible. All these points must be kept in mind if 
the object of proper indoctrination is to be gained. 


3. To lead a life of true sanctification. 


a. Text: “that a man of God may be perfect.” It is true that 
the Christian will be troubled and handicaped by his old evil flesh as 
long as he lives in this world. But the will of God is our sanctifica- 
tion, our perfection. We should daily grow more like our Savior. 
Since we know Him as our Redeemer, we also have the strength to 
walk more and more in His steps. 1 Pet. 2,21. If there is no progress, 
there will be retrogression, and that is not in keeping with God’s 
purpose. If Christians still complain about their flesh, they never- 
theless have the assurance of God’s assistance. Rom. 7,8 ff., espe- 
cially v. 25. 

b. But all this is only preparatory to the state of perfection which 
will be ours beyond the grave. It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
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for we shall see Him as He is. 1John3,2. Out of free grace and 
mercy God will give us the full perfection of body and soul which 
the first man possessed in the state of innocence, together with an 
immortality which cannot be taken away. That is the final objective 
which we must keep in mind, when He shall deliver us from every 
evil work and will preserve us unto His heavenly kingdom. K. 


1 
Illustrations for the Sermon. 


Our friend has come to see us and has traveled through our 
crowded London by rail or tram or omnibus. On a sudden he turns 
pale. We ask him what is the matter, and he answers, “I have lost 
my pocketbook, and it contained all the money I have in the world.” 
He goes over the amount to a penny and describes the checks, bills, 
notes, and coins. We tell him that it must be a great consolation 
to him to be so accurately acquainted with the extent of his loss. 
He does not seem to see the worth of our consolation. We assure 
him that he ought to be grateful that he has so clear a sense of his 
loss; for many persons might have lost their pocketbooks and have 
been quite unable to compute their losses. Our friend is not, however, 
cheered in the least. “No,” says he, “to know my loss does not help 
me to recover it. Tell me where I can find my property, and you have 
done me real service; but merely to know my loss is no comfort what- 
ever.” Even so, to believe that you have sinned and that your soul 
is forfeited to the Justice of God, is a very proper thing; but it will 
not save.” — Spurgeon. 


I heard of a friend who deeply desired to be the means of the 
conversion of a young man, and once said to him, “You may go to 
him and talk to him, but you will get him no further; for he is 
exceedingly well acquainted with the plan of salvation.” It was 
eminently so; and therefore, when our friend began to speak with the 
young man, he received for an answer, “I am much obliged to you, 
but I do not know that you can tell me much, for I have long known 
and admired the plan of salvation by the substitutionary sacrifice of 
Christ.” Alas! he was resting in the plan, but he had not believed in 
the Person. The plan of salvation is most blessed, but it can avail 
us nothing unless we personally believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. What is the comfort of a plan of a house if you do not 
enter the house itself? The man who is sitting out in the rain is not 
deriving much comfort from the plans which are spread out before 
him. What is the good of a plan of clothing if you have not a rag 
to cover you? Have you never heard of the Arab chief at Cairo who 
was very ill and went to the missionary, and the missionary said he 
could give him a prescription? He did so; and a week after he found 
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the Arab none the better. “Did you take my prescription?” he asked. 
“Yes, I ate every morsel of the paper.” He dreamed that he was 
going to be cured by devouring the physician’s writing, which I may 
call the plan of the medicine. He should have had the prescription 
made up, and then it might have wrought him good if he had taken 
the draught; it could do him no good to swallow the recipe. So he 
is with salvation: it is not the plan of salvation which can save, it is 
the carrying out of that plan by the Lord Jesus in his death on our 
behalf and our acceptance of the same. — Spurgeon. 

An offender had committed a crime for which he must die, but 
it was in the olden time, when churches were considered to be 
sanctuaries in which criminals might hide themselves and so escape 
from death. See the transgressor! He rushes towards the church, 
the guards pursue him with their drawn swords, athirst for his blood. 
They follow him even to the church-door. He rushes up the steps, 
and just as they are about to overtake him and hew him in pieces on 
the threshold of the church, out comes the bishop, and holding up the 
cross, he cries, “Back, back! Stain not the precincts of God’s house 
with blood! Stand back!” The fierce soldiers at once respect the 
emblem and retire, while the poor fugitive hides himself behind the 
robes of the bishop. — It is even so with Christ. The guilty sinner 
flies straight away to Jesus; and though Justice pursues him, Christ 
lifts up His wounded hands and cries to Justice, “Stand back! 
I shelter this sinner; in the secret place of My tabernacle do I hide 
him; I will not suffer him to perish, for he puts his trust in Me.” — 
Spurgeon. 

If thou wert entrusted with a fountain of water to keep it pure 
for a flock and sawest a number of sheep advancing with mud on 
their mouths, thou wouldest not permit them to bend down and pollute 
the stream. Now, thou art entrusted, not with a fountain of water, 
but of the body and blood of the Lord, and seeing some approaching 
who are stained with what is worse than earth and mud, — sin, — 
art thou not grieved? Dost thou not debar him? It is not of those 
that are unknown, but of those that are manifest that I speak. — 
Chrysostom. 

The Law is the looking-glass to see ourselves in, to show us how 
vile and worthless we are in the sight of God; but people take the 
Law and try to wash themselves with it! Man has been trying that 
for six thousand years and has miserably failed. “By the deeds of 
the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.” — D. L. Moody. 

Wheresoever the mire is, there swine will flock; but wheresoever 
sweet odors and incense are, there bees will resort. In like manner, 
wheresoever ungodly songs are sung, there devils will be gathered 
together, and wheresoever spiritual songs are sung, there the grace 
of the Spirit will fly to sanctify both mouth and soul. — Chrysostom. 
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Viteratur. 


Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo., offers: — 


Verhandlungen der vierten Jahresverfammlung des Nord-Nebraska-Diftrifts 
der Cv.-Luth. Synode von Miffouri, Ohio und andern Staaten, gehalten 
bei Hooper, Nebr., vom 15. bis zum 21. Auguft 1928. Preis: 45 Cts. 


Proceedings of the Fourth Convention of the Northern Nebraska 
District of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Price, 
35 cts. 


Der deutjche Bericht enthält neben dem Gefchäftlichen ein Referat von Prof. 
Theo. Latfch über „Das Wefen und die Eigenfchaften Gottes in ihrer Anwendung 
auf das Chrijtenteben”. Der englifche Bericht bringt die Fortfegung des Referats 
von P. J. Holftein über die praftifche Frage: “What a Lutheran Christian 
Should Know about Synod.” Beide Spnodalberichte enthalten auch eine recht 
ausführliche Darlegung des Ausfchluffes P. F. W. Seestos vom Nord-Mebrasta- 
Dijtrift und Aufhebung der Firchlichen Gemeinfchaft mit der von ihm bedienten 
Gemeinde. P. Seesfo hat an die Allgemeine Synode appelliert. B. 


Redeeming Love. Lenten and Funeral Songs for Mixed Voices. Com- 
piled by Walter Wismar, Organist and Choirmaster of Holy Cross, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price: Single copy, 35 cts.; in dozen lots, 28 cts. 
each; 100, 23 cts. each. 

Thirty-one selections by an organist and choirmaster who has already 
become well known by other compilations of sacred music are here sub- 
mitted for choir use during the solemn season of Lent and at funerals. 
Among the masters represented in this volume we find the names of Bach, 
Haydn, Palestrina, Bortniansky, and others; but also some of the living 
composers are represented. Our choirs will not fail to derive much satis- 
faction from the rendition of these numbers. 


Preifet mit mir den HErrn! Cine Gottesdienftordnung für die Feier des dier- 
hundertjiahrigen Jubiläums des Kleinen Katehismus D. Martin Luthers. 
Nach einer Ordnung von C. W. Greinfe bearbeitet von TJ. Kod. Preis: 
5 ©t8. dag Stüd; das Dubend 50 Ct8.; das Hundert $3.50. 
Wir begrüßen mit Freuden befonders die Bemühungen, unfere Kinder die 
Wichtigkeit des Katechismusjubiläums fpüren und fühlen zu machen. Dazu wird 
aud) diefe Ordnung für einen Kindergottesdienft fein gut Teil beitragen. B. 


3m Verlag von Sohannes Herrmann, Zwidau, Sad{en, ift 
erfchienen: 

Luthers Kleiner Katehismus. Weltentafdhenformat. Geheftet: 30 Pf.; Letnen- 
band: 60 Pf. 

Eine duperft gefällige Ausgabe des Lutherfden Katehismus, die nicht bloß 
die fech3 Hauptjtüce, fondern alles, die Chriftlihen Frageftüde influfive, enthält. 
So flein wie das Büchlein tit, fo exakt und anfpredhend ift die Arbeit des Druders. 
Wir wünjchen diefer Ausgabe die weiteite Verbreitung. 


Doktor Martin Luther Großer Katechismus aus dem Jahre 1529. Karz 
toniert: 90 Pf.; gebunden: M. 1.30. 

Obige Ausgabe des Kleinen Katechismus erfcheint fdon in der neunten Wuf- 
lage, die des Großen in der vierten. C8 ijt bemerkenswert, daß der Verlag Yo- 
Hannes Herrmanns eS rentabel erachtet, den legteren in einer befonderen Ausgabe 
etfdeinen zu laffen. Es ift aber auch fehr erfreulich, daß er jchon in der vierten 
Auflage, und zwar in einer fehr annehmbaren Ausgabe, uns zu Geficht Tommt. 
Wir wünfchen fehr, wir hätten innerhalb unferer Synode fchon mehrere Auflagen 
abgefegt. B. 
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Spitem der praftiichen Theologie. I.Band. Bon D. Fo. Steinbed, 
ord. Profeffor der Theologie und Konfiftorialrat in Breslau. A. Deichertiche 
Verlagsbudhandlung D. Werner Scholl, Leipzig. 437 Seiten 54x8%. 
Preis: geheftet, M.16; gebunden, M. 18.50. 


68 ijt ein jehr reichhaltiges Werk von einem angejehenen gegenwärtigen Ver- 
treter der praftifchen Theologie, ein ,Syftem” der praftifchen Theologie, wie der 
Titel jagt, da e8 eben nicht bloß die Firchlichen Handlungen nebeneinanderftellt, 
jondern ihren inneren Zufammenhang zur Anfdauung bringen will. Der hier 
vorliegende erite Band zerfällt nach einer Einleitung über „Begriff, Gliederung 
und Gefchichte der praftifchen Theologie” in vier Teile: „il. Wejen und Aufgabe 
der chriftlichen Kirche im allgemeinen. 2. Die Organijation der evangelifchen 
Kirche. 3. Das aufbauende Handeln der Kirche in Taufe und Jugenderziehung. 
4, Das gottesdienftliche Handeln der Kirche nad) der Titurgifchen Seite.“ Und 
jeder diefer Teile zerfällt dann in mehrere Kapitel und jedes Kapitel in eine Reihe 
von Paragraphen. Die Darftellung ift überfihtlih; die Weife der Behandlung 
nicht zu technifch; alles ruht auf eingehenden Studien; der Berfaffer jett fich 
auseinander mit den verfdiedenen Theorien und Anfihten. Man wird nicht leicht 
eine praftijche Frage finden, die er nicht fürzer oder ausführlicher berührt, oft 
recht Iehrreich und immer intereffant, auc) wenn man ihm nicht folgen fann. Er 
gehört zu der pofitiven landeskirchlich-lutherifchen Richtung, zeigt aber leider auch 
den gebrochenen Standpunkt zur Heiligen Schrift. Dieje ijt ihm nur „das grund= 
legende Zeugnis der Offenbarung Gottes” (S. 71), das Buch, das „uns die Kunde 
[gibt] von der Offenbarung Gottes zum ewigen Heil unferer Seele” (©. 216), 
aber nicht das Wort für Wort vom Heiligen Geifte eingegebene und darum irr- 
tumsloje Gotteswort. Darum verfteht er auch das Wort 2 Tim. 3, 16 nur dahin, 
„daß uns aus den Schriften der Bibel diefer heilige GotteSgeift entgegenweht“, 
und warnt davor, „daß wir es nicht im Sinne der alten Injpirationslehre miß- 
brauchen dürfen” (S. 217). Er redet von der „mythologifehen Erzählung von 
Safods Kampf mit dem Engel” (S. 208), mit der Quartaner nichts anfangen 
fönnten, und behauptet: „Auch VBolksfchüler müffen lernen, dak nicht alles in den 
jogenannten ‚fünf Büchern Mofis‘ von Mofes verfaßt ift und daß nicht Sejaja 
den zweiten und dritten Teil feines Buches gefchrieben hat” (S. 215). Der Para- 
graph, aus deffen Ausführung dieje Sake zitiert find, läßt nicht den Katechigmus 
zu jeinem Rechte fommen, fondern lautet: „Die Grundlage de3 ReligionSunter- 
richtS bildet die Biblifche Gefchichte, die vor allem aus dem Neuen Teftament zu 
entnehmen ijt. Aber auch das Alte Tejtament ift unentbehrlich, muß jedoch als 
Vorftufe des Neuen gewertet werden” (S. 207). Bei der Taufe fagt er unbiblifch 
und unlutherifch: „Wir fonnen doc) auch nicht mit Luther und feinen Zeitgenofjen 
annehmen, daß durch das Gebet des Pfarrers und der Paten vor der Taufe im 
Herzen des Kindes Glauben eriwedt werde. Denn Glaube entjteht dur DVer- 
fündigung bon Gott, und diefe verfteht das Kind noch nicht. Auch gehört dazu 
ein freier Entjchluß, der dem Kinde natürlich unmöglich ijt. Ohne ihn wäre Ent- 
jtehung von Glauben fein fittlicher, fondern ein magifher Vorgang“ (S. 176). 
Underwarts finden ich auch jehr gute Ausführungen. Bei dem Kapitel über die 
Organijation der Kirche lautet der grundlegende Paragraph: Sede organifierte 
Kirche braucht ein das Wefentliche ihres Glaubens zufammenfafjendes Bekenntnis, 
das fie als Norm ihres Lebens und ihrer Lehre anzufehen und anzuwenden hat. 
Hiernac) bemift fi auch ihre Stellung zu den verfchiedenen gejchichtlich vorliegen- 
den Belenntnifjen” (S. 69). Und in der Ausführung wird dann recht die Bedeu- 
tung des Beienntnifjes eingejchärft und gejagt: „Die Bedeutung der Vefenniniffe 


iteratur. 191 


wird bon der des in ihnen zur Erfcheinung fommenden Grundbetenntniffes ab- 
hängen. Diejem legteren aber fommt eine die Kirche verpflichtende, ihrem Lehren 
und Leben normgebende Bedeutung zu. Wenn man bei irgendwelchen Gelegen- 
heiten ein folches das unbedingt Erforderliche zufammenfaflendes Bekenntnis auf- 
ftellen und doch zugleich verfichern zu miiffen glaubt, daß e8 aber nicht als ‚Lehr: 
gejeg‘ oder ‚Lehrnorm‘ anzufehen fei, fondern abjolut frei gehandhabt werden 
dürfe, jo widerfpricht man fich felbft. Denn die Kirche will fich durch fol Be- 
fenntnis eben gegen die nach ihrer Meinung unchriftlide Lehre fügen und das 
nach ihrer Meinung in ihrem Glauben Wefentliche alS Norm und Grundlage 
ihrer Griftenz und Wirtfamfeit ausjpreden” (S.72.73). Sehr intereffiert hat, 
uns der legte Teil (S. 296 —428) über das Wefen, die Stüde und die Geftaltung 
des öffentlichen Gottesdienstes, weil dies eins unferer eigenen Arbeitsgebiete tft, 
und wit haben da fehr viele Ausführungen gefunden, denen wir völlig zuftimmen. 
Steinbef jchärft recht die Qutheriworte ein: „Wo nicht Gottes Wort gepredigt 
wird, ift’S beffer, daß man toeder finge noch lefe noch zufammenfomme." Und 
weiter: „Das größte und vornehmite Stiicd alles Gottesdienftes ijt, Gottes Wort 
predigen und lehren“ (S. 303). Er fagt über die Stellung der Orgel im gottes- 
Dienftlichen Raum: „Statt deffen empfiehlt man, die Orgel über Altar und Kanzel 
oder menigftens über Dem Altar anzubringen. Diefe Stellung ijt jedoch deshalb 
nicht zu empfehlen, weil erjtens die unvermeidliche Unruhe auf der Orgelempore 
die Gemeinde ftört und weil e3 zweitens finntwidrig ift, daß der Organift und die 
Sänger, die doch einen Teil der Gemeinde bilden und tie fie am Gottesdienft teil- 
nehmen jollen, fich im Nüden des Liturgen und Predigers befinden” (S. 331). Er 
wirft die Frage auf, die er dann richtig beantwortet: „Welche Anforderungen find 
an liturgifche Gebete zu jtellen? Bor allem müffen fie wirkliche Gebete fein, das 
beißt, Gejprache mit Gott und nicht Belehrungen und Crmahnungen der Ge- 
meinde” (S. 362). In bezug auf die Mufif im Gottesdienft fagt er treffend: „Was 
für eine Art von Mufif erwarten wir nun im Gottesdienft? Bunachjt tft zu ant- 
mworten: firchlihe Mufif. Damit foll gejagt fein, daß nicht Mufif beliebigen 
Charakters in den Gottesdienft paßt, mag fie auch zu religiöfen Terten oder für 
Die Orgel gefchrieben fein. ES paßt vielmehr nur folche, die einen würdigen, 
feierlichen, aud) im Ausdruf der Freude maßvollen Charakter an fich trägt. 
Trocene und langweilige Mufif paßt zur Art des chriftlichen Gottesdienftes eben- 
fowenig tie leidenfchaftliche oder melancholifhe Mufit. Alles Natürliche muß 
durch das Chriftliche verflärt werden und darf nicht im Natürlichen ftedenbleiben. 
Die Klarheit und innere Harmonie der Hriftlichen Frömmigkeit muß fich auch in 
der Ficchlichen Mufit widerfpiegeln. Ferner foll die im evangelifchen Gottesdienft 
auftretende Muftt auch evangelifchen Charakter in fich tragen. C8 bejtehen deut- 
liche Unterfchiede zmwifchen tatholijdher und evangelifcher Kirchenmuftl. Die fatho- 
lifche baut fic) auf dem fogenannten gregorianifchen Kunftgefang auf, ob er nun 
in dem eintinigen Sprechgefang des Briefters (accentus) oder in dem melodijch 
teicheren und rhythmijc) wie harmonifch vielgejtaltigeren Gejang des Chors (con- 
centus) fic) darftellt. Die evangelifche ruht auf dem volfstümlichen, aus dem 
Volkslied hervorgegangenen Gefang der Gemeinde, mag diefer auch im Chorjak 
noch fo funftvoll weiterentwidelt fein. Die evangelifche Kirchenmufit muß alfo als 
folche einen volfstümlichen Charakter haben. Das heißt feineswegs, daß fie ober- 
flächlich und feicht fein dürfe, was der geiftigen Tiefe des Chriftentums nicht ent- 
fprechen würde, ES heißt vielmehr, daß fich die Mufik durch eine edle Einfachheit 
auszeichne und nicht abgelegene Pfade wandle, die nur der Mufifer zu gehen ver- 
mag. Das Gefuchte und Gefchraubte, das Vergrübelte und Fernliegende ijt der 
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Andacht nicht forderlid” (S. 373). Und vom Gefang im Gottesdienst jagt er: 
„Gemeindegejang und Chorgefang ift Gejang religidfer Gemeinfchaften, in denen 
der einzelne nicht hervortritt. Cin Hervortreten des einzelnen im Sologejang 
würde auch der Art unferS Gottesdienftes, der auf Gemeinjchaft angelegt ift, nicht 
entiprechen. Wenn der Pfarrer als einzelner das Wort Gottes vertiindet, fo tut 
er es deshalb, weil er als gefchulter Theolog e8 recht auszulegen und anjzutvenden 
vermag; feine Perjon foll hinter dem Wort zurüdtreten. Cin Solofainger dagegen 
zieht die Aufmerkfamkeit auf feine perjinlicde Kunftleiftung und bringt fomit ein 
fremdes Moment in den Gottesdienft, der nicht zur Bewunderung virtuojer Leir 
jtungen da ift. Ein Solo, das im Chor vorfommt, mag ruhig hingehen, da es 
dort nicht als felbftindiges Stüd auftritt. Andere Soli follen dem Hauptgottes- 
dienft fernbleiben” (S. 383). In all diejen und andern Ausführungen zeigt fi) 
vechtes Iutherifches Verftändnis und richtiges Firchliches Urteil, und das Studium 
DiefeS Teils des Werkes ift fehr lohnend. Ein gutes Sad und Namentegifter 
bejchließt diejen erften Band. LF. 


Rohlvaufdh’ Vademecum Homileticum. Predigtdispofitionen für alt- und 
neuteftamentlide Texte. Vierte Auflage, völlig neu bearbeitet von Stu- 
Diendireftor Prof. Kurt Hänel U Deichertfche Verlagsbuhhandlung 
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itber zweitaufend Themata und Teile zu 587 altteftamentlichen und 1,564 
neuteftamentlichen Texten werden in diefem Buche geboten. Folgende Ausfüh- 
rungen des Berfaffers haben unfere volle Zuftimmung: „Das Thema mit feinen 
Teilen poranzuftellen, ift für die Predigt immer nod das Regelmäßige und Cr- 
jtrebenswerte troß mancher Abweichungen von dicjem Brauch in der neueften Prez 
digtliteratur. Denn die wirkungsvolle Anfündigung deffen, was man in der 
Predigt jagen will, ift doch eins der wichtigiten Mittel, um an die Hörer heran- 
zufommen.” Vor allen Dingen follte aber noch betont fein, daß das Thema der 
Predigt textgemäß fein follte. Obwohl wir eine ganze Anzahl folder gefunden 
haben, jo gibt e8 auc) andere in diefer Sammlung, die eS nicht find, und das 
läuft, tie die Erfahrung lehrt, auf Spielerei und Tändelei mit dem Text hinaus. 
Die hier gebotenen Fingerzeige fünnen fehr wohl das eigene Nachdenken ergänzen 
und vertiefen, wenn dabei nur immer wohl beachtet wird, daß nicht jedes hier 
gebotene Thema mit feinen Teilen zu empfehlen ift, auch wenn in diefer Samm- 
lung die Namen bedeutender Männer vorfommen. B. 
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Some of the texts treated in this volume, like Rom. 5,1; Acts 20, 28; 
1 John 4, 8.9; John 3, 16; 1 Tim. 2, 5.6; Rev. 5, 9; Rom. 5, 11; 1Cor. 
1,18; Heb.9,14, and others, indicate that the preacher goes right to the 
very core of Christian doctrine, and though we must admit that a striet 
textual treatment is lacking, yet the text is never a mere pretext. Christ 
Crucified as He is delineated in the Holy Scriptures is the central thought 
in these sermons. Doctrinally a Lutheran pastor will disagree with the 
author on more than one score, but he will also find many a beautiful 


treasure of truly Christian thought. A discerning pastor will be benefited 
by a perusal of this book. B. 


